If an applicant files an application for registration in Hong Kong during the six-month period, he can claim the date on which he filed the Convention application or WTO application as his priority date. The priority date is the date for establishing which rights take precedence (section 41(2)(a)) and a third party cannot acquire rights in the mark by use between the priority date and the date of application in Hong Kong (section 41(2)(b)). Rights acquired before the priority date are not affected. The right of priority derives from the first Convention application or WTO application and the six-month period is from the date of filing of the first application (section 41(1), (2), (5), and (6)).
Exercising priority right
An applicant must make his claim to priority in his application for registration (rule 9(1)). It is not possible to amend an application for registration after the filing of the application to include a priority claim (section 46; rule 23).
An applicant will not usually be required to file a priority certificate (rule 9(3)) unless he faces a potential citation of an earlier trade mark (see chapter on Relative grounds for refusal).
If an applicant claims priority, we will potentially cite his mark against an earlier filed competing application that does not have priority, or that has a later priority date.
However, if particulars of the earlier filed competing application have already been published, the later applicant claiming priority will need to exercise his priority right by opposing the earlier filed application.
If an applicant claims priority over an earlier filed mark that has already been registered, subject to priority documents being found to be in order, the registered mark will not be cited against his application (see definition of "earlier trade mark" in section 5(1)(a)).
Examining priority claims in applications
Factors to be considered in examining claims to priority in applications for the registration of trade marks are listed below :

Was the application for registration filed in Hong Kong within 6 months of the filing date of the Convention application or WTO application (section 41(1))?

Does the application include:
the name of the country, territory or area for which a right to priority is claimed;
the date of filing of the Convention application or WTO application; and -the application number assigned to that application? (rule 9(1)) If an applicant does not include the priority application number in his application we will give him notice to do so : see Notice to file a priority application number, below.
There can be more than one priority date claimed in a multiclass application where priority is claimed on the basis of more than one Convention or WTO application covering different goods and services.
Similarly, there can be more than one priority date claimed in a series application from separate applications for marks in the series. 
Notice to file a priority application number
If an applicant does not include the priority application number in his application for registration, we will give him notice in writing to file it (rule 9(2)). An applicant must file the application number within 3 months after the date of the notice (rule 9(4)). If he does not file the application number within 3 months, the right to priority is lost (rule 9(4)).
